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and slenderer of make; he was less richly dressed, though
carrying, like Ghafil, the silver-hiked sword common in Arabia
to all men of good birth and circumstances; his family name
was also Haboob, but his features bespoke a much milder and
opener character than that of the chief, his cousin at the fourth
or fifth remove.

After taking our meal, we remained awhile where we were
in question and answer. Having been previously informed that
the governor IJamood resided in the town itself, we suggested
to Ghafil whether it might not be suitable for us to pay that
important personage the compliment of a first visit at our very
entrance. But the chief had several reasons, which my readers
will afterwards learn, for not desiring our so cloin/J. Accordingly
he answered that we were his personal guests, and that he him-
self had in consequence the right to our first reception \ that as
for IJamood, we should visit him a little later, and in his own
company; that it would be time enough for such ceremonies
after a day or two, and that in the meanwhile he was himself a
sufficient guarantee of the governor's good will.

But on this Pafee put in his claim to be our host, saying that
his house was the nearer at hand; that he also had come in
person to meet us; and that in consequence he had as good a
right as Ghafil to have us for his guests. However, he was in
his turn obliged to yield to the superior authority of his kins-
man. We then all rode on slowly together, and when we were
on the point of reaching the lower level of the valley, and had
already begun to enter amid the deep shadows of the palm-
groves, Dafee tendered his apologies for letting us thus pass by
his abode without partaking its hospitality; and having added
an invitation for the nearest day, he turned aside between the
high garden walls. But on parting he gave a look of much
meaning, first at Ghafil, and then at us, the import of which we
did not as yet fully understand.

Meanwhile we passed on in the company of our new host
who continued all the way his welcomes and protestations of
readiness to render us every imaginable service, and leaving a
little on our right the castle hill and tower, threaded between
grove after grove, and garden after garden, till a high gateway
gave us admittance to a cluster of houses around an open space,
where seats of beaten earth and stone bordering the walls here